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with much of the current practice in the church maxwell feels
that the leadership pattern in the church should be a combined
participative and directive mode the effective church leader
would be accepting and trusting of others allow people to be
different and not expect pure conformity and be open and
candid with others and encourage them to be open with him
he would involve people in making decisions and develop commitment out of involved participation rather than by appeals
threats or commands all this is exactly on target in terms of
current leadership theory and wonderfully consistent with the
teachings of the church it is hoped that we can truly develop
a type of sensitive leadership throughout the church consistent
with these formulations
the style of these essays is much more literary than scriptural or scientific one will find as many quotations from C S
lewis G K chesterton john gardner J R R tolkien and
abraham maslow as from the writings of joseph smith brigham young or the scriptures this literary touch was appealing to me but some may prefer the more objective approach of
the social scientist or the scripturally based approach of the
theologian A more excellent way presents sensitive and
thoughtful essays and 1I hope that my prediction that this book
will just miss proves to be false
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HUGH NIBLEY

lake city deseret book

reviewed by alexander T stecker who teaches in the department of theology at college of the holy cross in worcester mass mr stecker is a doctoral candidate in old testament at brandeis university
a review of a book by hugh nibley is a difficult
task it would be much simpler to do a review of the encyclo

writing

pandia
paedia britannica following the pattern of past works nibley s
newest book is vast in its scope and depth of many disciplines
since cumorah can and should command a large reading audience as it has interest for the lay reader as well as for the
scholar it challenges the world of scholars to recognize that
the book of mormon is not only a book of sacred scripture but
also a book of history and should be recognized as such that as
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a book of genuine history it can stand any test when compared
with the historic facts that are known
since cumorah begins with the working hypothesis that in
leaving jerusalem lehi s colony took more with them than
their material items they also took their culture their language and their accomplishments with them thus it is only
to be expected that when they arrived in the new land they
would transplant their culture in the new land if this hypothesis
is correct then the book of mormon is a record of a transplanted culture and this should be evident in its pages
since the publication of the book of mormon scholars of
the world have attempted to prove that it was the work of the
modern mind of joseph smith looking not with great care
for loopholes in the book of mormon they have emphasized
the isaiah passages with some ridicule they have assumed
that these passages were lifted en masse from the king james
version of the bible they support their claims by their own
speculation on the biblical text showing that some of the book
of mormon isaiah passages are from the deutero
deotero isaiah portions of the bible which according to their own hypothesis did
not exist at the time that lehi left jerusalem they conclude
that the book of mormon is false yet 1I think as nibley points
out that in order to understand the isaiah passages of the book
of mormon we should start with the bible the criteria that
are used to substantiate the claim that there is a deutero
deotero isaiah
impress me as false to begin with our focus of attention then
should not be the book of mormon but the bible and whether
there is such a thing as a deutero
deotero isaiah if there was only one
isaiah and no deutero
deotero isaiah the problem ceases to exist the
answer that nibley gives deserves to be looked into for perhaps
he has found the answer
nibley spends some time on the problem of higher
criticism and 1I cannot but agree with his remarks there is
no doubt in my mind as I1 read the hebrew or greek texts of the
bible that there are many problems in the text yet 1I cannot
believe that anything is solved by subdividing books and multiplying authors for as 1I read the text 1I come to the same conclusion as nibley that there is a deep unity of the text a unity
that could not be accomplished had there been many authors for
each book W F albright has pointed out that our hebrew
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol8/iss4/11
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text has suffered much more from losses than from glosses
p 26 nibley goes on to show that the misunderstanding
of the scripture is not due to corruptions
corruptions of the text but rather
to serious omissions and deletions
p 26 it is not difficult to
prove that the isaiah passages in the book of mormon are not
en masse from the bible and that they do indeed correct
lifted enmasse
many of the mistakes that are found in our present day bible
nibley so well points out we have discovered that the book
of mormon is actually way out in front in proclaiming the unity
and explaining the diversity of scripture in general and isaiah
in particular
p 152
1I found of particular interest that section of since cumorah
which deals with proper names
p 192
the book of
mormon is a philologist s gold mine due to the number of
proper names that are found in the work nibley pointed out
long ago that the proper names in the book of mormon have
west semitic and egyptian counterparts in this newest work
nibley adds to his already long list of names it is a shame
that none of the scholars have approached the book of mormon from this point of view for the evidence that is compiled
in since cumorah is most convincing and 1I look for a continuance of this work
one of the more fascinating sections of the book is a comparison of the religious concepts that are to be found in the
apocrypha with those of the book of mormon p 174 such
ideas as these arrayed in white
thanksgiving hymns
and desert imagery are handled there are many points of
reference between the two works and it seems strange that we
had to wait so long for nibley to bring them forth his points
are generally well given and deserve to be looked into however some of his points in this section appear to be overdrawn
and grasping at straws in the wind it is pointed out that the
book of mormon reflects the culture of the whole near east
of its day
p 55 for this reason it is imperative that we
study the apocrypha and the dead sea scrolls this point 1I
think is the great contribution of since cumorah
in yet another section nibley handles a subject that has been
for too long neglected temple building in the book of mormon this has been an insurmountable problem to many members of the church as well as the world of scholars for there
has been a widespread conviction that no real jew would ever
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1968
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dream of having a temple anywhere but in jerusalem p 59
but this we see is not the case for there were temples built by
jews outside of jerusalem nibley points to the famous elephantine papyri to show that there was a jewish temple in egypt
there is no longer a need to reject the temple building of the
book of mormon as being out of place for it appears that the
covenant people have always been a temple building people
1I have found the book to be an excellent introduction to
many problems that until now never have been discussed the
introduction to each section is excellent and is handled in the
usual excellent style of the author but I1 feel that many of the
sections that start out well fail to maintain this momentum because many of the points are overdrawn the reader is often
overburdened with irrelevant facts it is also unacceptable in
any scholarly work to omit a bibliography and scriptural index
this in no way detracts from the intrinsic value of the book
but it does make it a less valuable scholarly tool
it should be stated that since cumorah is not a problem
answer book this is not nibley s method for he states his
hypothesis and then gives supporting evidence leaving the
reader to draw his own conclusions from the evidence in this
manner the questions are left open ended and the author invites
further discussion
in conclusion I1 must say that I1 found the book to be generally excellent stimulating and kery
very worthwhile 1I can only agree
with nibley that the book of mormon enjoys no immunity to
the severest tests and asks for none p 44 truths need no
immunity my only hope is that the scholars who have been so
critical in the past will take up the challenge given them by
the author to prove or disprove his original hypothesis
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reviewed by john H gardner chairman of the department
of physics and professor of physics brigham young university dr gardner is presently president of the utah academy
of science arts and letters and has published widely in his
field

when one

discovers a contradiction between a religious belief and the findings of science he speaks of a conflict between
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